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1st Sunday in Advent
The word “Advent” means “coming or arrival” and the celebration of Advent dates back hundreds of years. We celebrate Advent to remember the significance of the Christmas season as it pertains to hope we have in Jesus Christ. Each component of the advent wreath has meaning and we will explain that meaning each week before lighting the candle. 

The first candle in the Advent Wreath is called the prophecy candle. It reminds us that Jesus’ coming was prophesied hundreds of years before he was born. The candle’s purple color represents Christ’s royalty as the King of Kings.

Light one (1) purple candle 
Read Isaiah 9:2,6

Hundreds of years before Jesus was born the prophet Isaiah wrote: “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned….. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:2,6
This prophecy was fulfilled in the birth of Jesus. The Apostle Luke writes:  

”But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.” “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.” Luke 1:30-35
Let’s Pray and thank God for fulfilling His promise to us in Jesus. 
Heavenly Father, thank you for this day.  Thank you that we can get together and worship you.  We are so grateful that you sent your son Jesus Christ into this world to give us eternal life with you.  The verses we just read remind us that you planned long ago to send your son into the world on our behalf.  This Christmas season, help us to remember all that you have done for us.  Thank you for being the light of the world.  In Jesus name, Amen.
Second Sunday in Advent
The Second Advent candle is called the Bethlehem candle. It is purple just like the prophecy candle reminding us that a king has been born. His name is Jesus and he was born in the most humble of circumstances to be the Savior of the world.

Light two (2) purple candles (one if for the first week, one is for the second week)
The prophet Micah prophesized the coming of the Messiah, the Chosen One, the savior of the world. 
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from old, from ancient times.” Micah 5:2
The Apostle Luke recorded when this was fulfilled. 
“In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to his own town to register. So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, a son. She wrapped him cloths and placed him in a manager, because there was no room for them in the inn.” Luke 2:1-7
Let’s Pray – 

Lord Jesus, you were born in the small town of Bethlehem in the most humble of circumstances. You were placed in an animal food trough that we call a manger and worshipped by angels, shepherds, the wise men, and many, many others.  We worship you today because you are the Savior of the world. You are our King. Thank you for coming into the world and loving us. In Jesus name, Amen.

Third Sunday in Advent
The third Advent candle is called the Shepherds’ candle. By lighting this candle we are reminded that God sent the angels to proclaim his arrival to mankind. This profound moment of joy is still celebrated today as we are commissioned to tell the world about the Good News that Jesus has come. This candle is pink in color symbolizing God’s love and faithfulness to us.

Light the pink candle AND two (2) purple candles
The prophet Isaiah foretold this day. 
“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” Isaiah 52:7
The Apostle Luke recorded when this prophecy was fulfilled. Luke 2:8-20 reads: 
“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manager. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.” Luke 2:8-20
Let’s Pray – 

God thank you so much for including us in your redemptive plan. Thank you for using us to show others the love that you so freely give. Today we ask that you will help us to love other people like you love us. Help us to be like the shepherds who proclaimed the good news that Jesus has come and that He is the hope of the world, may we do the same. In Jesus name, Amen.    

Fourth Sunday in Advent
The fourth candle is lit on the fourth Sunday of Advent with the first three. This candle is called the Angel’s candle and we light it to remind us of all the heavenly hosts that proclaimed Christ’s arrival with “Behold, I bring onto you good tidings of great joy!” The Angel candle is also purple, reminding us that it was a king’s birth the angels were announcing.

Light the three (3) purple candles & the pink candle

The Apostle Luke writes: 
“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord told us about.” So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manager. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.” Luke 2:15-20
Let’s Pray -
Jesus we thank you that you are perfect in every way.  We thank you that you accept us as we are and that you willingly came to earth in the flesh. Today we pray that you will help mold us into your image. Give us your characteristics.  Help us to grow in grace and peace and joy and love.  Help us to follow you with our lives. In Jesus name, Amen.

Christmas Eve
The fifth candle is called the Christ candle and it’s lit on Christmas Eve. This white candle rests in the center of the wreath symbolizing Christ’s holiness, purity, and perfection. The incarnation is the heart of Christmas giving light to the world.  

Light the white Christ candle first, then light all the other candles

Long before Jesus was ever born the prophet Isaiah wrote: “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.” Isaiah 7:14
The Apostle John wrote: 
“The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and through the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God- children born not of natural decent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.” John 1:9-13
Let’s Pray – 

Jesus we thank you that you are perfect in every way. We are grateful that you accept us as we are and that you willingly came to earth in the flesh. We praise you for your grace, are blessed by your mercy, and thankful for your love. Today we pray that you will help mold us into your image. Give us your characteristics.  Help us to grow in grace and peace and joy and love. Help us to follow you with our lives and tell others about you. In Jesus name, Amen.

